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Aerial Photos 1938-39 =

Wisconsin Historic Aerial Image Finder
38,000 aerial photos 1937-41 US Dept Ag

An endowment by Ira & Ineva R Baldwin UW
scanned, indexed and made accessible

No fees or use restrictions: More info? See:

WI Cartographer’s Office
or Arthur H Robinson Map Lib (Dep of Geog)
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Research & Document

Engineers need scientists to figure out what’s
going on in nature (the theory) ..

Scientists need engineers to enable theory with
evolving applications for man’s benefit ..

Model builders (we sometimes) need pro forma
construction by the real railroad builder.. to copy

Real rail builders (they at times) need to 1% build
models to help visualize desired outcomes.. to copy




My Reality Vs. Yours
The Ayes (or eyes) Have It

Many of us are rail-buffs .. a common thread

It’s exciting to see millions of pounds in motion,
with noise, odor, vibration, danger, commerce ..

Years ago | could not see a rivet in Z gauge..
Now, | cannot see a rivet in Z and HO..
Evolution am O gauge now dreaming of bigger.



Brad Pagel’s The Loop
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My Reality Vs. Yours

Senses used for railroading

We are losing hearing; so, visit quiet woods, blaze
trail, listen to bird SONES.. (discover old road-beds)

Feel the past by your presence: a living museum

Smell old ash dumps, coal piles, maintenance
points, and the smell of success..

Evaluate natural growth on mostly un-ballasted
roadbeds after 50-100+ YEQArS.. (are gradually losing trails)

Document when you can afford to do it.. (now)



(;: i* Thunder Lake
NARROW GAUGE

Harvey Huston’s book and Dave’s model




Purpose for Finding Road-bed

The road-bed was partially mapped by Harvey Huston,
for his book Thunder Lake Narrow Gauge, 1982

It was remapped by James P Kaysen, a Civil Engineer of
the Milwaukee Road on USGS Topgraphic Maps, 7.5
in series with resolution 2.64 inches per mi (~1970s)

Another mapping program has begun by Brad Pagels of

Eagle River detailing the road-bed and providing a
description with contemporary clues from existing
landmarks (Using Kaysen as a 1%t approximation).



Brad Pagel: Outdoorsman, rail buff, author,
woodsman, speaker, explorer and good guy




Whet your Appetite

Start in Rhinelander Logging Museum with
blacksmith shop, cook shanty, bunkhouse
old school house and CCC museum.

Authentic TLRR Engine & tender on track with
a log car and coach adjacent to Depot

A narrow gauge turntable sits among the trees

Within the 1892 Rhinelander Soo Station is a
collection of RR equipment and home of the
Rhinelander Railroad Assn’s Pelican Rapids Route
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Remember this Turntable
















Thunder Lake RR Fact & Fiction

Eight lumber mills on Boom Lake (circa 1892)
Baird & Robbins started line north in 1893
1895 Baird gone: added rail to Sugar Camp
Brown & Robbins became common carrier "98
1901 Brown gone: Sugar Camp to NE 15 miles
Lake Julia then to Kentucky Lake area

1919 Sold and became Thunder Lake RR



Thunder Lake Fact & Fiction

1920 no longer a common carrier: has about 40
miles of rail and six engines.

Logging in the Butternut — Franklin area ends in
1941.

Rails torn up shortly thereafter.

Kevin Marks (an Ohio rail buff), Brad Pagel, Paul
Wussow (Dupage Div) and | have various
interests in TLRR, Soo, & C&NW.

| am building the Thunderlake & OutaSite RR



Viewpoints Compared

From Three Lakes, Wl (TLMRC 1%t 100% NMRA) :
Our old Thunder Lake RR narrow gauge was local
Our logging RR until 1941 ran thru nearby woods

What’s to change...

Our trees are smaller but there are twice as many
The forest is thick ...

Road-bed was minimal: a fill only where needed: heavy growth
Now it’s tougher to find..

Road-bed can be found with difficulty on the ground

So, we need to find from the air.. And have a variety of aids..

Road-bed can be found with difficulty from the air..

So we need some intermediate help.. Old maps, landmarks, notes and lots of walking



Follow the Roadbed

We go to the south shore of Boom Lake
to the RR Headquarters and dual
gauge track (three rails)




Thunder Lake RR Hdqtrs
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Boom Lake: Thunder Lake RR + Soo — at
Headquarters and Lumber Mill: 1939
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North of Rhinelander Main Splits

One route goes to Sugar Camp, Indian
Lake, towards Eagle River ( North )

The other route goes to Three Lakes and
today’s Nicolet Forest area ( NorthEast )
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North of Rhinelander

The main goes toward Sugar Camp via
the East Shore of Lost Lake



Lost Lake: and Railbed
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Sugar Camp
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Indian Lake Area

North of Sugar Camp various pockets of
trees were harvested.

This point overlooking Indian Lake is an
example
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Harvey Huston’s Book has numerous clues: a Modest Map
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Swamp Poling: akin to corduroy road construction













Trees East of the Chain

The Three Lakes, Eagle River Chain is
thought (by the Chamber of Commerce) to
be the largest natural chain of lakes

The Nicolet Forest is East of the Chain: the
Chequamegon-Nicolet Forest is 1.5
Million Acres en total
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Chain of Lakes looking North
above Three Lakes Airport
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Thunder Lake RR Resort Camp
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Divide Road & Camp Cut
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Brad Pagel’s Giant Pine Trails
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THUNDEN LAKE LUMBEN COMPANY
PORRES PAULWAY COMPANY
CAMPF LS SIURS
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Brad Pagel’s East Divide







V’ J.'

‘—
-
-

\ WOI"kE a n
ending operatic
1941.







Insade cover of the book "The Tlumder Lake Navow Gamge 1895-1941" wnften by Harvey Huston
Re-defmed hake nanees added by Brad Pageds

Kentucky Lake

Quartz Lake

Brad Pagel giving credit to:
Harvey Huston’s work and book

MAP OF NARROW GAUGE LINES
ROBBINS RR AND THUNDER LAKE LUMBER Cg
_ .
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Brad Pagel’s Kentucky Lake
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THUNDER LAKE LUMBER COMPANY
CAMP 14

THONRIZE
TOAWNSHIF OF HILES
FOREST COUNTY
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THUNDER. LAKE LUMBER COMPANY

Haystack
Corners

| Brad Pagel’s Camp 6
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Corky Bark Elm: found near Haystack Corners







Sometimes: It's Beauty

No matter the number of eyes,
intent, the resources, time, effort..
a few leaves can distract..


















Summary

Brad Pagel is improving the knowledge of TL RR Roadbed

We will then have a more accurate record of this railroad

It is very apparent that the amount of rail laid is manyfold the
forty miles usually ascribed to this enterprise.

We should have learned that bridging can take unusual form

Thank goodness that everyone’s viewpoint is different

Perhaps some will find the north woods beautiful and worth
modeling. Fall makes for a beautiful setting.



